Diwali and Kali Puja — A Festival of Faith and Light

Diwali, also called Deepavali, is one of the grandest and most beautiful festivals of India. The word Deepavali means “a row of lights.” During this festival, homes, temples, and streets glow with the light of lamps, candles, and colourful decorations. Families clean their houses, exchange gifts, and prepare sweets to share with friends and neighbours. But Diwali is not only a festival of joy — it is a celebration of history, faith, and the victory of good over evil.
The history of Diwali is deeply connected to the great epic Ramayana. According to the legend, Lord Rama, the prince of Ayodhya, was sent into exile for fourteen years. His wife Sita and brother Lakshmana went with him. During this time, the demon king Ravana, ruler of Lanka, kidnapped Sita. With the help of Hanuman and his army of monkeys, Lord Rama fought a long and fierce battle to rescue her. At last, he defeated Ravana and returned to Ayodhya with Sita and Lakshmana. The people of Ayodhya, overjoyed at their return, lit rows of earthen lamps to welcome them. That night of brightness and happiness came to be celebrated every year as Diwali.
Over time, Diwali took on different meanings across India. In northern India, it marks Lord Rama’s return and the triumph of righteousness. In western India, it is believed that Goddess Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth, visits homes to bless them with prosperity. In southern India, the day remembers Lord Krishna’s victory over Narakasura, a demon who caused great suffering on earth.
In Bengal and eastern India, the same night is celebrated as Kali Puja. Goddess Kali, with her fierce yet motherly form, represents strength and the destruction of evil. Her dark appearance teaches that truth and power can sometimes take fearsome shapes to protect the good. Devotees offer sweets, rice, and red hibiscus flowers to her, praying for courage, wisdom, and inner peace.
Both Diwali and Kali Puja remind us that light can conquer any darkness — whether it is outside or within us. Lighting a diya means removing hatred and fear from our hearts and spreading love and kindness. The festivals teach us that even a small lamp of goodness can light up the darkest corner of the world.

Answer the following questions 
1. Who were the three people who went into exile in the Ramayana?
a) Rama, Sita, and Ravana
b) Rama, Sita, and Lakshmana
c) Rama, Hanuman, and Sita
d) Sita, Ravana, and Lakshmana
2. Who kidnapped Sita during Lord Rama’s exile?
a) Kumbhakarna
b) Hanuman
c) Ravana
d) Lakshmana
3. Why did the people of Ayodhya light lamps?
a) To celebrate Lord Rama’s return from exile
b) To worship Goddess Lakshmi
c) To welcome winter
d) To mark the harvest season
4. In southern India, Diwali celebrates —
a) Lord Rama’s marriage
b) Lord Krishna’s victory over Narakasura
c) The birth of Goddess Lakshmi
d) The arrival of spring
5. Who is worshipped in Bengal on Diwali night?
a) Goddess Saraswati
b) Goddess Durga
c) Goddess Kali
d) Goddess Lakshmi
6. What do devotees offer to Goddess Kali?
a) Milk and fruits
b) Red hibiscus flowers, sweets, and rice
c) Marigold garlands and coconuts
d) Tulsi leaves and honey
7. What does Goddess Kali’s fierce form represent?
a) Anger and revenge
b) Strength and the destruction of evil
c) Fear and sadness
d) The end of the world
8. What is the deeper meaning of lighting a diya during Diwali?
a) To decorate homes beautifully
b) To remove darkness and spread kindness
c) To guide travelers
d) To please the gods with brightness
9. What do both Diwali and Kali Puja teach us?
a) To live in fear of darkness
b) To spread joy, light, and goodness
c) To gather wealth and power
d) To compete with others
10. Find a word in the passage that is the opposite of “ignorance”.

                      PREPOSITION

·  Identify the underlined words used as preposition or adverb

  The cat is sitting outside. (Adverb)
  The cat is sitting outside the house. (Preposition)

                   (Adverb/Preposition)
1. The balloon went up. (Adverb/Preposition)
2. The balloon went up the sky. (Adverb/Preposition)
3. The water flowed down. (Adverb/Preposition)
4. The water flowed down the hill. (Adverb/Preposition)
5. The match is over. (Adverb/Preposition)
6. The bird flew over the building. (Adverb/Preposition)
7. The moment went by. (Adverb/Preposition)
8. The light is on. (Adverb/Preposition)
9. The book is on the table. (Adverb/Preposition)
·  Pick out the prepositions from the given passage (Don’t repeat the words):
Last Sunday, my mother had a big surprise for my brother and I. We were visiting the Thrills and Chills Amusement Park! Excitedly, We packed our lunch boxes and hopped into the car. Mother drove along the highway across town and towards our destination. Finally, we arrived at the park. We took turns deciding on the rides. Luckily, my ride was right beside my sister's favourite ride. 
· Fill in the blanks with appreciate preposition
1. The cat is sleeping ______ the table. (under/over)
2. The bird flew ______ our heads. (above/beneath)
3. I have been studying ______ 2 hours. (since/for)
4. He has been living here ______ 2010. (since/for)
5. The plane is flying ______ the clouds. (above/below)
6. The treasure is hidden ______ the old tree. (beneath/with)
7. She came ______ her brother. (with/by)
8. The letter was written ______ a pen. (with/in)
9. The water is ______ the glass. (in/into)
10. She jumped ______ the pool. (in/into)
11.The temperature is ______ freezing. (below/above)

Fill in the blanks with suitable prepositions

1. She has been waiting ___ the bus for almost half an hour.
2. The teacher divided the students ___ four groups for the project.
3. I couldn’t find my phone ___ the pile of books on the table.
4. The dog jumped ___ the wall and ran into the garden.
5. He is good ___ playing chess but poor ___ singing.
6. The manager insisted ___ meeting all the employees personally.
7. We travelled ___ train to reach the village.
8. We have been living in this house ___ 2015.
9. The children were warned not to run ___ the road.
10. She congratulated me ___ my success in the examination.



